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IE IT ISN"T' A SONG OF THE SOUTH, TAKE IT AWAY

Northern and Western
States Simply Haven't
the Inspirational Ma-
terial, According to
the Makers of Music

F YOU are a song writer, there izn't much

of the map of the United States that i=

- going to interest wou. It can't, in the

scheme of things, for apparently there is

a little circle of cuphoniously named South-

ern states that is getting about everything in
the line of geographical words and music,

Referring to the map, we start at Tennes-
see and draw lines radiating therefrom into
Kentucky, Alabama, Georgia and Virginia,
and even as far as Marviand and Louisiana,
That will be ahout all for the composer, if
ke wants to make a living writing congs in
which the states fizure.

If you take a song into any jazz shop in
“Tin Pan Alley’” and the cynical individual in
charge takes your script and seces a mention
of eome such state as Pennsylvania, Rhode
Island or Nebraska, he hands the thing right
back and vou start for the next chap, only tn
have the thing happen again. Aftcr you have
gone up and down “Tin Pan Alley” until you
know just how far out of Bune cach piano in
that resonant thoroughfare happenz o he,
vou yield to the demands of convention ane
go back home and substitute the name of a
“regular” song state for the outlaw
had chosen.

“Gin-Gin-Ginny"”—Yes;
“Hud-Hud-Hudson”—No

Nobody can tell why sangs are =0 limited
geographically. In “Tin Pan Alley” vou get
dubious head-shakings when ths matter is
mentioned.

ghale vou

“The other states fust simply don’t seem
to have the song goods, that's all,” said one
of the experts at what seemed to he the busi-
est of the alley’s factories.
song about the heautifyl
through before you start, but if vou make it

“If you write a
Hudson you're
about some rtiver down South, vou've got it
tnld. Southern names seem to lond them-
Take ‘On
You ecan't say on

selves more to jazz treatment, too.
the Gin-gin-ginny shore.'
the ‘Hud-Hud-Hudson shore.’ A zinperd
make it gound like 'Dud’ instead of ‘Hud.'
and the rong surely’'d ba a dud. Lats of peo-
ple have tried to put the East over in EONE,
but few have succeeded when vou compare
their work with the =ongs about the South.
Why, they even capitalize their bum luck down
there, as somebody's put over a song about

the ‘Boll-weevil Blues' Can wou beat that?"

Obvinusly, nobody could. One could not

st

iniagine an E

TN song writer popularizing

hardist

Jazz melody entitled

San Joze Scale Blues"

“The
nor a middle Western
sangster having any chance with a sonp ahout
the Kansazs wheat rust. As the man in the
music shop said, the South can Eet away with
murder when it comes to muasic—and s0me-

times it does,

ARE TEACHERS
HAPPY ?

(Continned from page six)

woman who has

porter’s desk. “hu I couldn’t

lead an advent

life if T taught. 1 saw
threa thousand of us at u eonvention. We
were drabh, T quit”

She wanted—and now has—an adventurous

Ancther woman, escaped from pedagogi

captivity, phrased it

thus: “}

give up the hope of marriage

cotld not
I had no espe-
cial intention of going after the experience,
but the thought that 1 was cut
possil

Fhe old maid stigma iz on the schoolma'am.

off from the

was intolerable.”

She loses her expectation of love—of = nian's
pupits and Goid
and one's friends is all right in its way, but
it is a }
dressed and mobile and vobust. A woman whe
gives up the expectation of that kind of love
ig very likely to hecome drab anid
dictatoral and ervstahized.

I am net hols marri Women are
happier than unmarricd ones. Rut, 1
put 1it, they are
Rappiness,
that

tarn their attention to other in

love. TLeve of parents and

love tha eps a woman well

Ly

it
more cantented in
They

fhevre 3= notl

their una
found out

Hd 13

Bt miore
conmipletely than can those whose illusions are
unsatisfied.

“How do your married teachers got along?"
I asked one of those principals wha consider
the happiness of their staff part of their re-
sponsintiity.,

His fage lit up.

“They are the best teachers [ have” he re
plied. *“They 'don’t pour all their emotions
into the schoolroom. Their work goes sminath
Iv. Yes, a marvicd weman makes the b
teacher. And the happiest

“Especially.” a woman added, “if zhe has

& baby at home with some oue else tuking
care of it."

But a study of the map reveals that not all

the southland is to be included in the state
ong one hundred per cent class.  Virginia
1= a top-notcher, of course, but who sings of
West Virginia? And neither North Carolina
nor South Carolina fizures with any exacti-
tude. There are vague gongs about Carolina,
but no one knows whether the northern or
southern stain is meant, and apparently nn-
body earves. Florida got off with a big start
in carly years when Stephen Foster picked the
suwanee River to sing about, but it has limped
sadly in recent song writing,

Such states have been handicapped on ac-
count of bad naming, apparently. They have
the same maon and plenty of flowers and the
breezes arve caressing, and all that, but the
legislatures should charnige the state rames 1o
something voted by “Tin Pan Alley” o eu-
phonie grounds,

Nothing in New York to Sing

About Except Broadway

New FEngland and the Middle Atlantic

States apparently are hopeless. Too many
people live there and know all about them.
Tou can't beguila a New Yorker with any
song about beantiful climate. His song hits

must have to do with the lighting effects of

By Arthur Chapman

) =

Hlustration by Stuart Hay
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If you take a song into a jazz shop in “Tin Pan Alley” and the cynical
individual in charge secs a mention of some such state as
vania, Rhode Island or Nebraska he hands the thing right back to you

over the Catskills or Adirondacks. He has put
his approval on songs about Coney Island, but
not Long Island.

The Middle West Broke In
Just About Once

The Middle Western tier of states ought ta
be in the song catalogue, but it ion't s any
alarming extent. There is Ul‘l-‘ﬁl".llllﬁl_\' i a
good heart-interest song about s
italist in North Dakota, who falls

a daughter of a Nonpartisan League leadnr.

young can

m love with

only to have the girl throw Tiim over hecausn
he ia not of her political faith.

Such a story

could be warked over from the sang into a
novel and then rve-sold as a motion

The material for a triple sucees

picture,

seems to he

there—but "Tin Pan Alley” can’l seo it, A=
for Towa, Nebraska and Oklalioma, thetr jrossi-

bilities are mild. Oklahoma offers  =ame

chanees to anybady who can work in a tom-
tom effect and a few jazz war whonns, beoatise
most peaple in the East still {hink of O%la-
homa as in an

uneivilized stape, instead aof

hulging with eil millionaives. Texas, Avizans
ging

Ay

That's another song dud.”

Pennsyl-

number of tonas about the willd, free life of the
vowgirls, even though there may be very few
cowgirls left, but such songs don't seem to hit
1t off any mare,  Songs with “nestle” ar “cud-
o™ have {he call over sonigs that deal with
wilil and tempestuous lite on the hroad nrairie.

Of course, Reng has absolutely put Nevada
oul of the yuwiming for sfale songs with any
senliment i Ahem. There's plenty o get sen-
timental about in Neviada—lots of fine scenery

but the thought of Reno would bring a snick-
er that would spsil evervthing. Consequentls
the awriter of geozraphical sonzs just doez a

hop-skip-jump  across the slate that Barl

Twain immortalized.
Amonge the Coast states California. through
the avacs of Puccini and the indus

msic-wri

roef its

e native sons and daughters, 1s the
only one that has fizurad in <one {0 any ecxtent.
But even those zones have Been sung mostly

hy Californiang,

They haven’t had the uni.

UM conrse, some states have proved egcon.

tions.  When Paul Dresser-—whose real name

of ten of the people whe sang
that affecling ballad never con-
The
been lo-

nocted it swith Indiana.

Wiabash might have
between the

‘ated anywhere

canadian line and the Gulf. 1t
Happened to be a good name for a tune that
went well to the accompanying jingle of heer

50

3 and the s

v1:h of the hartender’s towel.
think the South i:
strong in the song market, with no bear move-
ment in sight,

tles, proled at

If vou don't running

Just conzider the following

random from a phonograph

conpany’s citalozue of recent records:

“Alabamwa Moon,” “Underneath the Seuth-

“Mississippi Moonlight,” “Ken-

ern: Skies’?

tucky Home,"" “I Love the Land of O1d Black
Joe, " IUs Melaptima in Dixie Land.! “Lou-
isiana Waltz)" *“'Sippit Shore,” “You Can't

Go Wrong With a Girl From Dixieland.” S B

YO DMitami Share™

Dixia “Nivieland 1s Happyland,”
“Throw Out That Maszon
Lullaby,”

sippi Plows."

and  IMxon Line,"" “Uarnlina
“Where the Tazi Mis

Yau'd Almost Think There U
Was a Song Trust

In the catalogue from which those titles

wis Dreiser —wrate “On the Banks of the were taken, Wyoming is mentioned nnee and
Broadway—not of the pale moon that floats and New JMoxco might he zood for a Jimite] Wabash™ it is more than likely that nine out Michiran once.  Otherwize not a state fie-
ﬁ\\%r
- —~

AN

AN UNCONVENT

By JAMES J. MONTAGUE

- OV can find John H. Thug (if vou ave
\/ net a policeman or 4 police detective )
in the handsomely furnished private
Huoreshoe,
Renting Company, Inc.

expensive

office of the Sandhag &
1 one of the

New

Jimms
maost
Yok,
Like all very busy men, he is mozt approach-
able and alwaiyvs

business huildings in

reardy Lo talk of his suceess
and how he came hy it

In fTact, if vou are a magazine panegyrish
ura newspaper reporter and do not turn up in
his anteroom for an interview once or fwice
a year he will send around fo the editor and

inquire what has become of vou. Modest
thouzh he is, My, Thug helieves firmly in the
value of publicity,

John H, Thar rew owis d business Tor
which he has lately refused an offer of $10.-
000,000, That business svas built dn an idea.
and the bdea was founded on = fetish—noth-

“than the childish belief that there is
!l." % | ]ll‘ “1':l'.r‘|'
Rt M understoud the aprt ol sup-

plementirr supets

A that
aogreat oftice, while

itionn with hrains and hard

why he his easo

hundred: of mon, at the

risk of Hves and liberty a

teavved honor, pile

up dividends faor his corporvation.

“Ligive all the credit for my suceess to ma
Thug he

“htowas he who broadght home

eray-haived father.," is the way M)
wins his stary.,

the horsezhoe.

2 e oy little homn
district, and father r1e-
nly of a

Might =omiotinies
got into’ @ dispute with the Hudson Dsters,

WHneEa o in

3@ Was around the
found horseshoes very eficacious in

these differences

tarpey,

He latd

“Mn  this. particular svoni the Hudson
.50 he hrougzht

home the horseshoe, tossing it outside {he done

Iusters were engaced oleewho

a3 he ontered.

“Reing a h

ATl

investigating (hili, [

gathercd up the mizsile the next morning and

ONAL SUCCESS STORY

Hlustrations by MERLE JOHNSON

LUCK

John H, Thug

Fe o livnicsiy hetped.

PLUS BRAINS

made ten million dollars partly by luck,
he-seshoe and he knew whet to do with it,

rich, but he tells you how rugged hones
Alzo he admit

He found a
The crime wave made him
ity, unflagging industry and
s his debt to his gray-haired father.

hung it over the e, A\ fow ChnTime s Jitng
I was passing a dwelling in Gramproy Tavk
when T olseryved # bnrglar endeavorimg fu-
Lilely to raise a window;

"z there anything T can do to help o,
sir? 1 inquired. :

" *Yes," he said, ‘wimme a jimmy.'

“Now, although T had never seen a jimmy, |
had frequentiy heard my father speak of {he
one bhe used in his early life, and lile a flach |
AW how one could be fashinnad from that
Lorseshpe,

YOI wou will minutes, sir! I
said, *Fruess T ean accommodate vou.'

“Happy to think that, child though T was, |
=was at least able {n do someathing real anl
vital in the warld. T raced heiie, With sager

fingers 1 plucked the horseshoe from over the

wait a few

LHLETRN A

In the basement was an old viee left
b oa pliumber and a sledge hammer, which
my fatver had wused eavlier in life when he
was unahle {0 obtain a sandbag and needed a
few dollars that belated passershy had in their
porkets,

“A few hlows sufficed to make a straight,
flat ivon har of the horseshoe. Hiding it undey
my coat, 1 hnirvied back to the scene of the
nrojected rohbery and thrust it into the hanid
of the wailing burglar,

YHe seized it, applied it ta the sash, and,
with a grinding noise, the inzida lovk gave way
and up ew the window. When he refurned
with a bagful of laot he tezsed nie a handsonie
vliamond breach. “Take {hat for vour trouble,
he =aid,

“Many children would have spent the money

T ahta inecd o
|

that hrogeh on vandy or caron-
but T was not that sort,

yidos, I had my
Irira,
I buradars gre going abonut unequipped for
Pheir worls' 1 thougit, “there ought to be a
them." [ was
s cheaply in {hose and soon
dAndeighteen jimmies readsy for
¥ oingenuity enabled :
prove them 23 1oadded to my stock.
“Then I went aboun the districts

5 were tn he found, offeri

for unes in

CRtipmng ahle 1o

greatly to im-

where

g to rent my
s for a nercentage of what they caweni
e v brisk from the fir Being firu-
dent, 1 tack the name and address of every one
rented my applignees, and in ;

WETE 10 with the

who case ther

veturned to me renfal I
notificd the police.

"As rime heeame mork suceessful in New
York 1T hranched ont, suppiving sandbaes to
] climbing irons for porch
climbers. To-day 1 make and rent for a very

Haway men  and

rensonable figuve complete and modern oxy-
sate blowing outfits, which are now
Menarmpns demand,

“The coming

hydropen

of the crinte wave made me
tieh. 1 can havidly keep up with the business
anidl veluctantly have had {o permit other cor-
porations of a similar character tn prodit by
sbine of the overfiow., Bt I am on easy street
new o can caltivate myv orehids and have a
little golf in my hours of eace,

“To all younge men beginning life I would
SN

Uhelieve i luel, bt only in the
ek yeu make yours
with

kind of
That belief, together
unflageing

runped. honesty, industey,
and o little ingenuity will make
Lhe fortune’ of any man, even in these times of
eomuetition,

vigid sabriety

My, Thug sat bhack and nufled a cigar,

“And don't forget,” he added, “that T owe
my start to my gray-haired Tather, By the
way, when will you be around again for an-
other article?”

Copyright. 1928 Tarmes J, Montagis

“I've Got the Blues for My Old Ken--

When You Get Outsig,
the Realm of Magp,,
lias and Whipporwiug
Youre in the Grey
American Song Degey

ures outside of the trust boundaries gy

have been mentioned.
All of which, of course, in abrolutely o
Fair. Thers are plenty of other

loealifje,

that offer song possibilities in rients 1.

somebody haa to spoil things =ity zatirs 4.
mere doggerel. Take Missouri, for instape:
“Joe Bowers” was a good enough Start in iy
day. But nobody kept up the 2900 wory
Mizmouri just went along without &Ny notahl,
song unt:l finally some one sprang that

“You Gotta Quit Kickin? My ]}.:]
Aroun’.” Arkansas might bave been ﬁﬁng-

about

ing sobs to the human hreast if it pgq he

been for “The Arkansas Traveler” Colorads

i a pretly enough name to arpeal to gy

sonz writer, but the state never has Sann

honored with a real song. To he SUPE thar

was one a few years agn entitlad “Wher,

= e
Silvery Colorado Wends Tts War,” hyt thers
wasn't any Colorado River in Colorads ga
a few months ago, when, by legislatiy

ive e,
Grand River was

actment, the given thy

name. Massachusette should figumd
long ago. There aren't any more g's in the

name than in Mi

ctions on '-.'

ground of sibilants cannot ba considerad'y

legitimate.

“Tin Pan Alley” Publishes

Only What Poys
Apparently the i+

writers whn weave

Alley” must write star
view, They can't afford to tule -
something which will have 0
to public favor against long-e:

ion and prejudice.
statez 1 the

L )
=0 fhey w

magic

£Ting abw
Tenneszee and reach

south and Maryland on +ke

a game of playing safe.
thing for the neglected states to.da isto

sidize

a few song writers.

might ba done by the states separately or i
Ing as a unit. If a young song w:

that his financia

] future was =a

Towa and other states that are outside the

present trust, and eventaal

nze mezlacss
B neglati

communities might come in

eir own,” And

the suceessful song writars. whn had nsd

their pile out of southern mielodies would =

feel, as they o now, that hey were tiski
their reputations and incomes if they t¥

to set Eastern and Middle Western themap
¥
rmusic.

Until some such sub

dv iz arranged, #th
apparent that the man who is from soma o
monplace sort of state and 15 going home it

absolutely nothing sentimental to hum, As

hout anythisg
to hum is being cheaied out of his Just dus

the man who is going home wit

WHAT M OVIEﬂ'

FANS KNOW |

By Don Gray

HAT the Great Northwest is inhabited
exclusively by dance-hall girls in short
skirts and Northwest Mounted Polics
men;

That the only reason &
reading
may ba

showing a person
sergan i3 so that she
nierrupted reading it;
That a wu:ﬂz?v hoy is always virtuous, while
A city chap in a dress suit means no good by
Our Nell;

That when a picture is producad at a cost

a hook on the

of hall a million dollars a delicatessen clerk 18

always hired to write the sub-litles;

That the sub-titles njust always include
“That night"—— “Dawn” and “When at las
spring came”'—-

That the mothers of cighteen-year-old bey®
and girls ave always doddering, white-haine
ladies old enough to he their grandmothersi

That girls and wives running away oM
home always leave notes on the burcau 8 :
these are discovered by the father or h"”b'_mu
after they have looked all around for the pieee
of paper for thirty feet of film;

That a woman who smokes a cigaretle e'!:
the sereen is a bad woman, unless she dm:.
to save her husband's life or something equally
important ;

That very rich peaple never have less than
four butlers serve dinner; P

That a cute little child coming down staif
her nightie can solve the most def“"_’”u.
mestic problems, including pending divoreé:

That doctors in the movies always have Ii%8
whiskers;

That if the heroine is married (o a BA
otker than the hero in the first reel Enmeﬂ'm‘i
unfortunate will happen to the hushand bele
the fifth; i

That the wettest thing in the world 18
movie rain; 3

That Pola Negri makes love with her ahoi
ders, Gloria Swanson with her eves, M‘?
ray with her knees, Charlie Chaplin with
feet and Bill Hart with his chest .-




